
Village/Town of Mount Kisco Board of Trustees Meeting Agenda 

March 4, 2019  

 7:00 pm Regular Meeting 
 
 

1) Communications:   

a. Italian American Club- Columbus Day Celebration- Sunday Oct 13, 2019 

b. Fire Inspection and Parade- July 12, 2019 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: None. 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports:  

a. Records Retention Day reminder 

b. Mobile Shredder announcement 

c.  

 

5) Board Reports:  

 

6) Old Business:  

 
a. Parking Task Force recommendation update 

 

7) New Business: 

 
a. Resolution authorizing a real property tax settlement- Stewart Heights 

b. Bid discussion for Contract# 2018-10- Green Street Fire House 

 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library and Capital Project Funds 

 

9) Minutes:  

VB- Regular Meeting 1-28-2019 

VB- Regular Meeting 2-4-2019 

  

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: -  







 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that the Library and 

Village Hall Offices (Village Hall, 

Justice Court, and Police Clerk) will 

be closed ALL DAY on Monday, 

May 13, 2019 for Records Retention 

Day. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mobile Shredder is coming to 

Mount Kisco Tuesday, May 14, 2019 

to the  

Fox Senior Center  

198 Carpenter Avenue 

from 10am-1pm.  
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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, January 28, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank J. 

DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for the 

pledge of allegiance.   She asked everyone to please remain standing for a moment to keep 

two families in our minds and in our hearts that are important to our community.  The 

Cerbone family lost Joseph this week, he was a very active member of our community, he 

served in the Army, was a Town Justice, an attorney, and a member of the Mount Kisco 

Rescue Fire Police.  Also Jeanine Demaura, a mom to so many and people cared and loved 

her very much, she an active senior down at the Fox Center.  So we think of these families 

and all the love and wonderful things these folks brought to our community and the lives of 

those who cared for them.  

 

1) Communications:   

a. Homeland Towers Re: results and renderings from proposed cell tower balloon 

test.  

Mayor Picinich started by giving some background.  There is a full house in 

attendance tonight and that is a wonderful thing.  The board began a conversation at the 

end of last year that there is a need for more consistent cellular service in some of the 

southern areas of the Village and we also need to set up the cellular infrastructure for our 

future as there is intensification of use; there is intensification of need.  We started having 

this very open, transparent, honest conversation in order to try and address this long term 

infrastructure need.  The goal for tonight is to continue this conversation.  We wanted to 
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gather more information so we are getting this report back and we will be discussing two 

(2) potential locations for citing towers.  She reminded everyone of what she said at the 

start of this conversation last year; we have choices and options, we always have choices.  

So there are two (2) potential locations that we are discussing, we can also make a choice 

not to site them there and then this need will be void for now and that is a viable choice 

that we absolutely can make.  We will continue with this conversation, listening to the 

presentation from Homeland Towers as well as the community we serve.  Homeland Towers 

is here tonight to report on the Board’s request.  The Board had requested that they 

conduct the balloon tests and provide more detailed coverage information.  After the 

presentation, we will move forward the public comment just for the purpose of the cellular 

conversation. 

   

Robert Gaudioso began by thanking the Board for this conversation.  The two 

locations in Town are ones that the Village/Town has control over as the landlord of these 

properties.  The two properties being Leonard Park and by the water tank property on 

Rolling Ridge Court.  In November we were asked to conduct balloon testing which was 

done in December.  Since that time we have provided additional documentation that we 

would briefly outline.  At the last meeting there were some questions on the radio frequency 

exposure and health concerns and while that is not a valid reason for the Board to make a 

decision, it’s obviously an issue that is on resident’s minds.  So what we did is have a third 

party consultant, Pinnacle Telecom Group, prepare reports consistent with the Federal 

Communications Commission (FCC) regulations and methodology and they showed that a 

facility at either location would be well within the FCC limits of radio frequency exposure.   

The Leonard Park proposed site would be forty (40) times below the applicable standard and 

the Rolling Ridge location would be eighteen (18) times below the applicable standard.  So 

both locations are well below the standards.  We were also asked to provide additional 

documentation regarding the need for the facility.  What we did is we looked at the 

coverage of what is existing and what we propose at either of these locations.  At Leonard 

Park we were looking at a potential 130-foot tower which we would disguise as a tree; at 

Rolling Ridge we looked at something shorter at 100 feet in height because of the ground 

elevation.  What was also looked at were the various areas that are currently underserved; 

we looked at the population density in those areas within and outside the Village and 

provided some data on that regarding the number of residents and show the roads and the 

development of those areas.  There is no question that there is a gap in coverage and 

service; the question is how do each one of these two facilities cover that gap.  They both 
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cover very well, particularly in the southern portion of Mount Kisco.  Some have benefits, 

Rolling Ridge Court, possibly a little further to the east whereas Leonard Park seems to be a 

better fit for downtown, but there is a need in both to fill that gap.  Finally, based on the 

balloon tests, we took photographs from surrounding areas and provided actual visual 

renderings of what each proposed site would look like.  At this time, he opened up for 

questions or comments from the Board. 

  

Mayor Picinich stated that for the information of the public, all of this documentation 

was made public and is on our website for anyone who has not had the opportunity to 

review it and believes it was also distributed from one of the Homeowner’s associations. 

  

Deputy Mayor Farber wanted to know if the Village placed one of these towers in one 

of these proposed locations if it would in fact satisfy the cellular need and for how long into 

the future.  Mr. Gaudioso replied that the need for service is really dependent of the 

demand.  What we would’ve envisioned twenty (20) years ago when folks just had the need 

to make a phone call to what we see today is very different.  The important part with the 

proposal is really that this is infrastructure and with the benefits of working with a company 

like Homeland Towers is that they build the facility for all the various carriers in the area not 

a particular service provider.  They plan each site to support that need and the need to add 

local municipal emergency services to the tower as well.  This is designed to cover the area 

both now and in the foreseeable future especially in the southern district of the Village.  

Deputy Mayor Farber then asked what would happen if the board decided on not putting up 

the tower, what would happen to service then.  Mr. Gaudioso replied that the service is 

substandard and that people experience dropped calls and lack of service.  He continued 

that the lack of service will only get worse with the addition of more users and more devices 

that are supported by these networks.  He continued to say that one of two things will 

happen.  Either it will remain and get worse or there will be another location.  If the Village 

decides that neither one of these locations will made available for this project then we will 

continue to do our analysis, and ultimately, there will be another location.  He stated that 

Federal Law specifically says that a municipality may not prohibit service; he doesn’t believe 

the Village is suggesting to prohibit service so at some point we would have to come up with 

a solution.   

 

Trustee Grunthal asked Mr. Gaudioso if Verizon has considered co-locating their 

equipment on the same tower(s) currently used by AT&T or other carriers that are here in 
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the Village.  Mr. Gaudioso replied that it is his understanding that Verizon is on all the 

locations except for one, but are in the process of co-locating on that tower.   Trustee 

Grunthal then asked if this was a little premature; asking for new towers when there are 

other locations are still possible.  Mr. Gaudioso said that the co-location on that tower will 

not provide the service in the downtown southern district of the Village.  Mayor Picinich 

wanted to offer clarification on what is considered the southern district of the Village and 

the location of the other towers.  The tower on the mountain that Verizon is currently 

looking to co-locate on will meet the need of Central Business Districts 1 & 2 and the 

northern end of the Village.  Where the holes are right now are more around Leonard Park, 

stretching out back that way.  Trustee Grunthal then asked about 5G; his understanding on 

5G is that it is transmitted by much smaller towers from point to point and that one does 

not necessarily have to have a large tower to provide that service.  Mr. Gaudioso replied 

that these facilities are designed to provide the current technology which is 4G LTE service 

which provides data and voice service.  The need for the macro site towers that are in 

discussion here will not go away with 5G service.  The 5G service is a different type of 

technology using, most likely but not necessarily, higher frequency that travel shorter 

distances, more densifying networks, but 5G is not set in stone at the moment.  One of the 

things that PierCom spelled out in their report is that all these carriers have a different 

frequency band and they are all using different technology but they are all going in a certain 

direction.  It’s not just the coverage, it is the whole footprint of where the signal will be, and 

it is also the bandwidth of what they have in each frequency band to be able to handle the 

day to day usage of phone calls and other day to day uses.  Those two different coverages 

and capacities have to be balanced.  He believes that at the end of the day the Village will 

need this infrastructure is needed.   

 

Trustee Grunthal wanted some clarification on the gap of coverage; was that specific 

to Verizon.  Mr. Gaudioso stated that Verizon is the one that Homeland Towers is working 

on behalf of specifically but Homeland Towers does provide the infrastructure for all the 

carriers to use and that it is typical that when a tower is built all the carriers will come.  The 

report that PierCon Solutions prepared is based on the surrounding sites that Verizon is on 

and based on the two (2) frequency bands that are specific to Verizon.   Trustee Grunthal 

wanted to make sure that Mr. Gaudioso was not saying that there is a total gap in coverage; 

that no other carriers can have their radio frequencies in these holes that are referred to.  

Mr. Gaudioso stated that the maps submitted were exclusive to Verizon coverage.  
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Trustee Albanese asked if the balloons for the testing were three (3) feet in 

circumference.  Mr. Gaudioso stated that the balloon used was three (3) or four (4) feet in 

diameter mentioning that they attempted a five (5) foot diameter balloon that experienced 

problems that are laid out in the reports submitted.  Trustee Albanese followed up with 

wanting to know what the width of the top of the tower would be.  Mr. Gaudioso replied that 

it would depend on the design that was used, but typically it is between ten (10) and twelve 

(12) feet in width; with the tree disguise and the branches they may want, those do vary in 

size at the top.  The balloon was used as a reference point and based on that we have 

provided visual renderings of what those sites would look like and the actual dimensions of 

those sites.  Trustee Albanese then asked what the time frame on construction for these 

sites typically are from beginning to end.   Mr. Gaudioso said that it is typically 1-3 months 

from start to finish depending on the time of the year; these two sites are very different 

from each other so Leonard Park would also need the gravel road brought in whereas the 

water tank site already has those access points making it an easier construction project.  

There is not constant construction for these sites, they are done in phases; we lay the 

foundation down and give it time to cure, then we stack the towers, and days later attach 

the antennas.  It is a number of days within that 1-3 month process.  Trustee Albanese 

wanted to know if prior to these two proposed locations if any other locations in the Village 

of Mount Kisco were looked at in case these two locations fall through.  Mr. Gaudioso stated 

that their company has been looking at Mount Kisco for many years now.  They are trying to 

work with the Village, first with Leonard Park because of the large size of it they believe 

given the setbacks, location, and the wooded nature that it makes an ideal location.  They 

were asked to also look at the water tank property after they started that discussion on 

Leonard Park.  That information was presented to the Board as a comparison of the two 

locations stating that they are also in contact with private residential or commercial real 

estate owners to try and find alternatives.  They try to work with the municipality first 

knowing when applications come into the Village they are asked to look at Village owned 

property first.   

 

Trustee Schleimer wanted to know if there was a two (2) or four (4) year plan so 

that they are not sitting here a couple years in the future trying to find a location for the 

next tower.  She is sure that there are projections being made for each of the carriers and 

how much data and usage they anticipate so that the Board can make an educated plan, not 

just for now, but also moving forward.  Mr. Gaudioso stated that he wished the answer was 

a simple yes, but the carriers do not operate that way; they operate on budgets every 
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couple years.  Technology is always evolving and so things are left to change as that 

evolves with usage.  Trustee Schleimer then stated that the biggest gap in coverage seems 

to be on the Rt. 172 corridor.  At some point Mount Kisco ends and Bedford begins along 

that road and there has been feedback stating that the dropped calls are actually taking 

place on the Bedford side not in Mount Kisco, so she wanted to know if their research 

showed the same thing.  Mr. Gaudioso said they provided maps at both 700 MHz, which is 

much larger and covers more bandwidth and 2100 MHz which is smaller, but the gaps are 

bigger.  Some of the statistics the engineers came up with were in the 700 MHz gap, the 

residents within that gap area are 1,308; 347 were in Mount Kisco, 687 were in Bedford and 

274 in New Castle.  But when you look at the 2100 MHz gap there is 6,820 residents of 

which 5,367 residents are in Mount Kisco.  Those numbers tell the story that the 2100 MHz 

gap is not only along the Rt. 172 corridor, but also residential areas in Mount Kisco and 

those statistics do prove that.  So while Bedford has a tower right off of I-684 that tower 

does not cover the Rt. 172 corridor towards Mount Kisco and that is where the biggest 

problem area is currently with respect to Verizon, but we know that all the carriers that 

people are using are all located on the same or similar sites in this area and they are all 

going to have similar type of needs.  

   

Mayor Picinich started by saying that looking at the tests that were done, the ground 

was staked in both locations.  The staking in Leonard Park was much larger than the staking 

at the water tank location, and she wanted an explanation on why that was the case.  Mr. 

Gaudioso said that the park was the original location and when they have a larger area they 

try to provide as much space as possible to allow for other carriers, all the emergency 

services, and to allow for more equipment if needed for any future technology.  When 

looking at the water tank location, rather than saying there is not enough space, they 

designed something using the property to its best potential for the need stating that the 

water tower is not the most ideal location.   

 

Trustee Schleimer wanted to know if there had been a request from emergency 

services that they needed more coverage.  Mr. Gaudioso stated that Homeland Towers has 

not been in direct contact with them, but as mentioned before, they make emergency 

services available for free on the towers.  Whether they need it now or in the future we 

know that they are all going in that direction and they too will want systems for data 

transmissions.  A lot of emergency services are on FirstNet, a national broadband 

emergency service network, which will run on the AT&T system called Band 14.  Trustee 
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Schleimer stated that she wasn’t sure that there was a stated need or deficiency in that 

regard at this point.  Mr. Brancati chimed in to say that the Fire Department has been 

looking at their radios and other equipment in general since their radios are obsolete.  In 

conversation with different vendors and providers, and the MTA, who may pay for the 

upgrades with better frequency and bands, so the need will be there, we just haven’t gotten 

that far yet.  We have been putting in for grants for these upgrades, but found an alternate 

way working with the MTA on this project. 

   

Mayor Picinich stated that in order to get to the location in the park, we need to 

create an access drive to get there, there was mention of gravel being the base for that, 

how wide would that road have to be.  Mr. Gaudioso replied that they asked their engineers 

to take a look, he submitted a letter detailing the design for that roadway.  Mayor Picinich 

said that she was concerned about the disruption in the environment in creating that drive 

in order to get to the location.  Mr. Gaudioso stated that they looked at a number of items 

and had their engineer look at them and one of the most important pieces of the letter is 

the engineer laid out the access drive specifically for that reason, specifically to avoid steep 

slopes, to follow the natural contours, to minimize the amount of tree removal, to use 

gravel where it was necessary and to not use it where it wasn’t needed; to be able to get 

from the access point up to the compound would only require the removal of twenty-five 

(25) trees which is quite minimal for the size of that access drive.  They also tried to stay 

under one (1) acre of disturbance and minimize the width of the access drive to about ten 

(10) feet.  Mayor Picinich asked if that one acre of disturbance was for the drive itself or the 

whole project.  The response was for the whole project.  Deputy Mayor Farber added that 

Leonard Park is a wetland and there is a great fear in people to go down to the park and see 

these access roads.   

 

Mayor Picinich then wanted to know what the frequency with which a vehicle needs 

to access the facility regardless of location.  She wanted him to share the set up and 

construction, time frame and frequency of access, and then once a site is in place, the 

frequency of access.  Mr. Gaudioso replied that once a site is in place they say once per 

month and that is with a typical 4-wheel drive SUV vehicle to bring the technician to the 

site, and that is a conservative number as they access and monitor the sites remotely as 

well, the facilities are there and are unmanned and don’t require a waste disposal.  Mr. 

Vicente, principal of Homeland Towers, took the floor and stated again that construction is a 

total of 1-3 months, if it goes beyond that time frame it is typically getting utilities from 
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ConEd or NYSEG at that point.  All the physical construction happens within 1-3 months. 

The first phase is the construction phase, getting the site and grade ready.  The second 

phase would be the foundation of the tower itself.  Clearing and grading at the Leonard Park 

site would take a little longer because of the road; estimate a week or so to complete.  The 

actual digging for the foundation and setting the rebar would take another 4-5 days.  From 

there it would be the utility conduits which would take a few days.  Next would be the 

compound work and setting the tower itself.  The tower is built in one day, but the disguise 

takes about 3-4 days to put on.  So while the time frame is 1-3 months the construction is 

not ongoing for that entire time frame.  There is time to let the foundation settle and for 

inspections by engineers and building inspectors.  That is the general breakdown of the 

construction and would say a total of no more than a month of time, but with the other 

components, like inspections, it is better to give a realistic window.   

 

Mayor Picinich then stated that we had the visual impact up above and at the tree 

line, we do not have a clear view of what it would be at the eye level or ground level.  The 

area in the park, people are there and go there, so what is the visual impact at the people 

level.  Mr. Gaudioso said that it would depend on the design, what they’ve done in the past 

is have an eight (8) foot wood fence border to conceal the entire base of the facility, then 

there can be landscaping to soften that some more.  

 

Trustee Albanese wanted to know if there is a sufficient amount of power going to 

the proposed locations or would new lines would have to be installed underground or above.  

Mr. Gaudioso replied that they bring in their own power source, typically 1,000 amps, for all 

the carriers and the emergency services on the conduit that they run.  Depending on the 

site and what the Village preferred, the lines can go either above or below ground.  With 

Leonard Park the lines would probably be above ground, along the roadway, but that is 

dependent on approval from the Village.  If the existing utilities are above ground, we will 

go above ground, but we have the option of going underground. 

 

Deputy Mayor Farber stated that the day of the balloon test, the balloon appeared to 

be right above a very steep slope and asked if they were assuring the Board that this would 

sustain the driveway for this site.  Mr. Gaudioso defined a steep slope as anything 25% or 

more and his understanding is that the driveway would follow the natural contours.  Once a 

lease is in place, Homeland Towers would go to the design of the driveway.  Deputy Mayor 

Farber wanted to confirm that this would be done with the removal of no more than twenty-
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five (25) trees.  Mr. Gaudioso confirmed and just stated that the only disruption of wetlands 

would be the utilities if they went underground.  

Mayor Picinich stated that they would move the public comment specific to the cell 

tower forward at this time.   Prior to the comment session she wanted to go over a few 

things.  Mayor Picinich stated that there were emails sent out with reference to the legality 

of the Village’s actions in this process and wanted to assure the public that the Village is 

guided by the Village Attorney in all that they do and they were well within their legal 

boundaries.   So she cautioned folks to not pine on things like the deed to the park or other 

things related to what the Board can and cannot do from a legal perspective.  She wanted 

to remind everyone that public comment is welcome, we want for everyone to come up and 

share what they want to say, so anyone who is a Mount Kisco resident or business owner, 

represents a non-profit located in our Village is more than welcome to share their thoughts 

or opinions.   She also wanted to remind everyone that this is not a question and answer 

session; the Board is here to listen to what you have to say.  She then asked everyone to 

keep comments brief as there is a full house and we would like to give everyone the 

opportunity to speak.   She invited Mr. Stockbridge from Marsh Sanctuary to speak. 

  

Mr. Stockbridge thanked the members of the Board for allowing him to speak.  He 

offered some background.  He and his wife have been living on land bordering Marsh 

Sanctuary and Mount Kisco for thirty-six (36) years; same house, same place.  Marsh 

Sanctuary offers Mount Kisco and Bedford part of the green belt preserve.  They provide 

trails and a number of community gardens for residents and it’s a non-profit organization.  

He showed some pictures taken from Marsh Sanctuary that show the tower in view from 

some of the trails on the property.   He stated that they do not want to deny any coverage, 

but they want to preserve the sanctuary and the area around it.  He stated while these 

pictures show trees without leaves, the tower and site would certainly be visible year round.   

He also mentioned that in the Saratoga Associates report dated January 17, 2019, the last 

paragraph states that when considered within the framework of the DEC’s visual policy 

definition of significant adverse visual impact it is clear that this project will not cause a 

diminishment of the public enjoyment and appreciation on any historic or scenic resources 

or one that impairs the character or quality of such a place.  He disagrees.  
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Mayor Picinich called to the floor the Home Owners Association (HOA) for Mount 

Kisco Chase.  Representing the HOA was Lou Taormina, Amy Lerner, and Mike Holden.   Lou 

Taormina started by thanking the Board for allowing him to speak this evening.  He then 

stated that he and his wife have been long time residents of Mount Kisco with his two (2) 

children.  He wanted to thank the Mayor and Trustees for their dedication and personal 

investment to make the Village the best that it can be.  He has felt the recent shift over the 

last six (6) years and believes that he is not the only one who genuinely feels excitement 

when you look around the Village and sees all the things that are happening here.  There is 

immense pride that you feel when you drive through Mount Kisco in terms of economic 

development, the revitalization of downtown, the beautification efforts, and community 

affairs.  This momentum needs to continue and hopes that the Mayor and Trustees have the 

stamina to continue to move the Village in the direction in which it is going.  He fears that 

there is potential for a large misstep, that misstep being these towers.  The Village Board is 

being asked to consider sites for a location for a 100-foot cell tower and one of those 

locations is right in our neighborhood at Mount Kisco Chase that is filled with families and 

children.  For those of you who are not acquainted with Mount Kisco Chase, we are a close- 

knit neighborhood, which is rare in this day and age, and he personally values the fact that 

he knows each of his surrounding neighbors and is genuinely happy that they are his 

neighbors.  We have watched neighborhood kids grow, start to drive, and go off to college.  

There is a sense of security knowing that neighbors are looking out for each other and their 
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families.  In the Chase we take extreme pride in our homes, our yards, and our common 

areas.  While our homes come in all shapes and sizes, we consider it our own oasis that we 

have invested in both monetarily and physically.  We wish to show residents in the best 

possible light and that’s what makes this proposal for a cell tower so upsetting.  No one 

wants an eyesore literally towering over them in their backyard.  Countless neighbors have 

come forward to the HOA and are stressed out and worried about their neighborhood that 

would be transformed and scarred; branded with a cell tower located at the highest point in 

our neighborhood for everyone to see.  No matter what you do you can’t make this look 

good.  My Chase neighbors are concerned with the economics of this tower.  We don’t feel 

that this is going to drive up property values for us, in fact we believe it will be the opposite.  

He asked the Board if they were given the option of two identical houses, except one had a 

100-foot cell tower in the back yard, which property would they choose.  We gathered 

seventy-six (76) neighbors signatures on a petition making it very clear that NO, this 

neighborhood does not want a cell tower here in our community.  As a member of the HOA, 

we have a duty to represent our neighbors and defend their interests in the best way 

possible.  They are not looking to go into a legal battle with the Village, however we have 

retained a law firm that will represent our interests.  We immediately ask the Board to stop 

pursuing placement of a cell tower in the Mount Kisco Chase. 

   

Amy Lerner, member of the Mount Kisco Chase Home Owner’s Association, took the 

floor and read the following petition into record.  
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Amy handed the signed petitions to the board.  She then stated that while being on 

the board of the Homeowner’s Association, she is also one of the houses that would be 

affected by the tower and showed the pictures below which were taken from her house.  
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As you can see from the pictures, this tower is in direct view of my house.  I have 

been living in my house for twenty (20) years, I picked this lot because of having the 

woods in the background.  I am standing here in front you to ask that you not ruin 

the view from my house or drop the value of my home.  I also want to just mention 

that there is nothing from stopping that tower from getting taller once installed.  I 

think legally they have the right to add height to that tower as time goes on and the 

need arises without getting approval.   I have issue with the access to get to the 
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tower; they would have to go through our driveways to access the road leading up to 

the tower.  All the visuals in the packet really don’t give an accurate picture of what 

this would look like.  If you were in my shoes, would you want to live in a house with 

a cell tower in your backyard, how would you feel about that?  

 

 Mike Holden of Mount Kisco Chase Home Owner’s Association thanked the 

Board for allowing him to speak. He wanted to bring two (2) issues to the Board’s 

attention.  He applauds them for wanting to improve the quality of cell service in the 

community and improve the access to information, I think it’s pretty clear even with 

the analysis Homeland Towers gives that Rolling Ridge is not the ideal location for 

this tower.  We heard some new statistics tonight that were not in the original 

packet, from what I reviewed 75% of the benefit of the improved coverage benefits 

the residents of New Castle and Bedford, not the residents of Mount Kisco.  In fact, 

100% of cost for that tower in terms of property values, in terms of disruptive 

aesthetics, is on the Mount Kisco residents, homeowners, voters, and taxpayers.  I 

don’t think that is a good trade in my opinion.  The balloon test was flawed by their 

own emission; the balloon didn’t fully inflate, so it was smaller than it was supposed 

to be.  They didn’t deploy the balloon in the location they intended to build the tower 

because the trees were in the way.  So when looking at the balloon, it is not in the 

exact location where the tower would be, it is actually closer.  So when they issue 

renderings that the tower would not be in view because the tree canopy would be 

covering it, but they cannot perform the test because of the tree canopy; that is 

misleading information given to the public for that location.  For those reasons and 

the others that my colleagues and neighbors have given, I ask that you remove this 

from your consideration ASAP and do not consider putting a cell tower in any 

residential community in our town.  

 

 Helen Ji of Rolling Ridge Rd thanked the Board for allowing her to speak.  She 

started by saying that the she would bring up three (3) reasons why she opposes the 

cell tower.  First, is the aesthetic and future value of my home, not just my home, 

but my neighbors as well.  We moved into this house, and fell in love with Mount 

Kisco and all the trees and beauty.  We didn’t move here to have a cell tower in our 

back yard.  The second point is the health impact of radio frequencies.  All these 

tests need to be done with the current technology and future technology like 6G or 

whatever they may come up with in the future.  I am not sure how this will impact 



Village Board Meeting 1-28-2019    16 

 

my health or the health of my neighbors.  The third point is the driveway easement 

we currently have with the Town.  This is so complicated and took some time for the 

Town and Toll Brothers to come to this agreement.  We would have to come to some 

type of an agreement again on a new easement and honestly don’t want to go 

through the legal battle with the Town to make this amendment.  As of right now, 

because of the water tower, people think that my driveway is a public road.  So I 

have people walking and driving up and down my driveway on a regular basis, the 

addition of the cell tower would increase that traffic.  I hope you understand my 

points and take them into consideration.  Thank you.  

 

 Bill Mayer of Pine Street thanked the Board for allowing him to speak.  He 

stated that his cell phone service is fine.  He also stated that he is very close to 

Leonard Park and is concerned about the visual impact of the park considering they 

visit the park often.   I go often with my 2-year old daughter and would like to 

continue to go with her without these visual impacts.  I am also a member of the 

community garden at the Marsh Sanctuary and that trail that was shown earlier 

would have huge impacts.  I know there has been discussion about the RF radiation.  

The study that was done was in reference to a 1996 FCC law which is severely out of 

date.   There have been thousands of studies since 1996 showing the negative 

impact of RF radiation.  Those regulations from 1996 only refer to heat, nothing is 

there to regulate neurological or biological types of impacts.  A study issued in March 

of 2018 from an institute in Italy shows that there was a high rate in cancer in their 

rats exposed to RF radiation such that Dr. David O. Carpenter, Former Dean of the 

School of Public Health at the State University of Albany stated this study raises 

concerns that simply getting close to a cell tower will pose threats to human health.  

The most susceptible people are those in hospitals, at schools, young children, and 

older residents.  In the area of Leonard Park we have Northern Westchester Hospital, 

CareMount Medical, a daycare center in the lot adjacent to Leonard Park, the Radio 

Circle Day Care center all in close proximity to this tower.  I would also say that the 

Town would be wise to consider the thousands of studies done and I would like to 

provide a synopsis of those studies for review.  In addition, he is not aware of any 

insurance companies that cover cell phone wireless infrastructure so any liabilities 

that occur from the installation of these cell towers would not have any insurance 

coverage.  It would be up to us to fight the carrier in order to get any compensation 

for any claims.  I request that the Board consider having an annual test done to 
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make sure that it is safe and operating in a way that will not impact any residents of 

Mount Kisco. 

 

 Tom Cisco of Cold Spring Court thanked the Board for allowing him to speak.  

He stated that many of the comments he wanted to say were already mentioned by 

other residents, but wanted to reiterate that he moved into the Mount Kisco Chase 

three (3) years ago after being in Edgemont and in White Plains.  He bought up here 

to get away from the crowded areas and he has three (3) grandchildren that come to 

visit him on a regular basis.  He is extremely concerned about his grandchildren 

being in the community with this tower in place.  They ride bikes and are all over the 

neighborhood and it is a very big concern.  He is also concerned about the aesthetics 

that were presented; he doesn’t believe the report took into account the base case 

that Mount Kisco has in general with not being such a commercial area.  They 

reference in the report general basis, so he thinks that the report should be 

reconsidered.  He was also concerned that the bulk of the benefits do not go to 

Mount Kisco residents but Bedford and New Castle residents.  He then questioned 

why the water tower site was given to Homeland Towers as a possible location when 

in the reports Leonard Park was the site originally proposed.  

  

 Lisa and David Matsil of Rolling Ridge Court thanked the Board for allowing 

them to speak.  Mr. Matsil began by saying that there were many good points 

spoken of up to this point.  The only thing that he wanted to add was that there 

must be other areas, if we wanted this in Mount Kisco, that are not a public park, 

that are not a community, where we can place this tower.  These seem to be horrific 

choices in his estimation for this tower.  To have this tower 200-300  feet from 

someone’s back yard for all to see in the community and take those risks in terms of 

health or take that risk with the investments that we made in these homes just does 

not make sense.  He asks that the Board reconsiders. 

   

 Joseph Morreale of Rolling Ridge Court thanked the Board for having this 

session and letting all of the residents speak on the issue.  He wanted to give 

background on himself.  He began by saying that he moved from Pittsburgh to Mount 

Kisco.  Prior to that he did a study of Westchester County and he selected Mount 

Kisco because of schools, the environment, and taxes.  He goes on to say that he 

spent over six (6) months in the Holiday Inn because he was not able to move into 
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his home due to the water tank issue.  He says that in the agreement the Chase 

made with the Village it was understood that the property that the water tank was 

going to sit on was going to benefit the residents of Mount Kisco Chase, we never 

expected the Village to say years down the line that they would develop on that land.  

In these reports we talk about infrastructure and development, but there is no 

mention of people and how they are affected by any of this.  If there is a health issue 

the Town could face quite a liability down the road if it does this and we discover that 

there is an increase of cancer in that area.  He continued to say that he is more 

concerned about the precedent that this would set; why wouldn’t someone else want 

to come in and put another tower in another residential neighborhood.  He doesn’t 

believe that this is the best precedent to set and it is dangerous for us to get the 

reputation of a Village/Town that does that.  He believes that people will not want to 

move into Mount Kisco if this tower goes up.  It is not just the value of the homes in 

the Mount Kisco Chase that he is worried about, it is also the value of the Village as a 

whole.  If the values of the homes in the Chase go down, then the tax revenue goes 

down as well in the Village.  He encourages the Board to reject this proposal in any 

area in the Village and asked if they could take any of the other locations and expand 

them for better coverage.  He also stated that these conversations build up a lot of 

anxiety amongst residents to think that all of a sudden they will be living next to a 

cell tower and that is much different than living next to a water tank.   There is a lot 

of uncertainty and insecurity.  He turned down a job in Los Angeles to avoid 

subjecting his kids to that type of pollution, he doesn’t think that we should subject 

the kids in our community to anything that may cause harm.   

 

 Suzanne Grant from Rolling Ridge Court stated that her comments on the 

tower are in the petition along with seventy-five (75) of her neighbors and she hopes 

the Board takes the time to read them.  

 

 Jim Gmelin of Leonard Street thanked the Board for allowing him to speak.  

He stated that he is a resident as well as Chair of the Tree Preservation Board, and 

member of the Conservation Advisory Council and the Byram Lake Committee.  He is 

not here as other residents are as he does not live close to either of the proposed 

locations, however he walks Leonard Park every day.  What happens to the 

environment if this facility is built?  He’s walked down there after rain and the floods 

that we’ve had and you can’t get down the road.  The ducks and the geese are on 
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the road and have to be shooed away before being allowed entry.  When walking to 

the pool and through the park it sparks history and memories of when the pool first 

opened, of his little league days in the park, and he questions the impact of this road 

and the trees that would be taken down for that access.  He suggested looking at the 

Natural Resource Inventory in regards to the site at Leonard Park.  We are losing 

green spaces in town to solar farms, Kisco Mountain development, and others, we 

keep nibbling away at the little green space we have in Mount Kisco.  He asked the 

Board to consider not putting a cell tower in either location stating that Mount Kisco 

didn’t need it.  

 

 Richard Gould, Chair of the Leonard Park Committee thanked the Board for 

allowing his comments.  He began by stating he did not want to make a legal 

argument and wanted to state factually rather than legally two (2) of the deed 

restrictions that he believes would prohibit the towers from being built.   First, being 

that the park shall not be used directly or indirectly by lease or otherwise in whole or 

in part as a business or commercial enterprise.  The other being no permanent or 

temporary building or structure shall be erected or permitted for any business use by 

any lessee, concessionaire, licensee, agent, or other.  He believes the deed is 

abundantly clear that the park should not be used for this tower.  He also pointed out 

that in an opinion letter issued by the Village Attorney in 2009 that the deed is 

replete with restrictions prohibiting any business or commercial enterprise and given 

those restrictions and the opinion of the Village Attorney he doesn’t see how the 

tower can be built within the park.  He also wanted to point out that others using the 

park with their children may stop by principal due to the tower’s threat of radiation 

adversely affecting their children.  

 

 David Schwartz of Brentwood Court thanked the Board for the opportunity to 

speak.  He began by stating he has been a member of the Mount Kisco Chase since 

1986, one of the first houses built.  He continued to say that after hearing his fellow 

neighbors it is clear that the negatives outweigh the benefits for our neighborhood 

and probably for the Village.  Everything from the aesthetics, the financial impact, 

the fact that we would get less of a benefit than other areas would get, and the 

health concern.  He is concerned about what will happen when the next set of 

technology comes in, he understands that we are on 4G LTE and that 5G will be a 
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hundred times as powerful.   He requests that the Board take this off of their agenda 

for any further consideration.   

 

 David Coats of Crow Hill Road in New Castle thanked the Board for allowing 

him to speak. He started by stating that he lives on the other side of Mount Kisco so 

the towers would not affect his service, but he is a big fan of Leonard Park.  He 

remembers running around the pond chasing ducks as a child and thinks that the 

pristine wilderness of the park are so special and should not be interrupted for a cell 

tower.  It would be devastating.   

 

 John Rhodes, Chair of the Conservation Advisory Council thanked the Board 

for allowing him the opportunity to speak stating that the Conservation Advisory 

Council has some concerns that he has outlined.   He presented the following to the 

Board.  
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Mr. Rhodes indicated during the presentation that there was concern that the 

trees scheduled to be taken down are specimen trees which are important to the 

studies done in our environment.  He believes that we should be replanting trees to 

help with the drainage not cut more down to cause a bigger problem.  The disruption 
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of the scenic views would affect the quality of the park and the disruption of the 

environment would affect all the wildlife that depends on it like the mallard ducks 

and red fox.  When studying the history of the park, we know that the Leonard 

family didn’t want anything but recreation taking place.    He offered up suggestions 

for collocating on towers on Mountain Ave to solve the coverage issue. 

    

 Kim Terlizzi, Chair of the Recreation Commission, stated that they have been 

following the proceedings since the beginning and have some concerns, but are 

trying to be open minded about it.   Many of the concerns shared at this meeting are 

the same concerns that the Recreation Commission share and wanted to make the 

Board aware of where they stood on this matter.   

 

 Warren Sackman, resident of the Mount Kisco Chase, began by stating that 

he recently moved in a little over a year ago.  He has a one and half year old child 

and another one on the way.  He continued to say that when moving here from the 

city, it is not what he imagined it would be like and being thirty-two (32) years old, 

he feels he represents the new generation of people who would be moving into 

Mount Kisco and he doesn’t see it as an attraction.  Personally, it is not something he 

or his family wants.   

 

 Mr. Vicente took the floor again.  He began stating you can see how their job 

is difficult trying to address some of those infrastructure needs out there.  He said 

that it is not their intention to cause anxiety, they have a job to do to try and 

advance this infrastructure and fix some of the holes that are out there.  He 

apologized for any anxiety that has been caused from the dialogue with the Village.  

He also stated that when Homeland Towers looks for a location for one of these 

facilities, the first thing they do is reach out to the municipality.  They want the 

municipality to understand what they need and to consider if they have any 

properties that they would like to offer up for this type of infrastructure.   They 

believe that is appropriate prior to looking at private property.  Should the Village 

decide to not move forward on either one of these locations, their job is not done.  

They still have to continue to search for a solution to the problem which might lead 

to them reaching out to private and commercial properties in Mount Kisco.   He also 

explained the balloon may move from a location on a property so that it does not get 

stuck in the trees.  The balloon is a reference point for the public, it is not meant to 
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be a visual which is why we use that information to offer renderings of what those 

locations would look like using the right technology to do so.  He wanted to reiterate 

that it would be a total of twenty-five (25) trees that would need to come down and 

that this application is primarily a Verizon need right now> Verizon has the funding 

to do this right now, but other carriers such as AT&T have a similar need since most 

of the carriers already collocate on most towers in the Village. 

    

 Trustee Grunthal started by saying that he recognizes the importance of 

telecommunications and the need for the cell towers as we all have cell phones.  

Moving ahead we are going to get new more rapid forms of communications.  He 

believes the Board needs more information and they need to relate what we need 

now with what we will need in the future.  In his opinion neither one of these two 

locations is ideal for the cell tower.  He quoted from the Saratoga Associates report, 

which was supplied to the Board by Homeland Towers, page 5 says “The significance 

of visual impact is defined by the DEC Program Policy on Assessing and Mitigating 

Visual Impact (DEP-00-2) (DEC Visual Policy)5.  Visual significance is defined by the 

NYS DEC Visual Policy as follows; “Aesthetic impact occurs when there is a 

detrimental effect on the perceived beauty of a place or structure.  Mere visibility, 

even startling visibility of a project proposal, should not be a threshold for decision 

making.  Significant aesthetic impacts are those that may cause a diminishment of 

the public enjoyment and appreciation of an inventoried resource, or one that 

impairs the character or quality of such a place.”  This applies to Leonard Park.  The 

PierCon Solutions Report shows gaps in coverage in Mount Kisco describes largely in 

Leonard Park, Mount Kisco Chase, Glassbury Court, Woodcrest buildings reaching to 

CareMount Medical Group and Northern Westchester Hospital up in the north end of 

the area described.  This applies to Verizon and a majority of the gaps are actually in 

Bedford and New Castle, so I would like to address the needs of Mount Kisco and if 

the needs are greater elsewhere, they should tend to that themselves. 

   

Trustee Grunthal stated that he has AT&T and that he tested the coverage 

himself at many different locations throughout what is considered the gap areas and 

found that he had coverage in most areas except when by the hospital.  As we can 

see through this report, this is a Verizon issue and perhaps collocation might be one 

of the solutions.  According to the coverage maps the tower would be best located in 

the center of the coverage gap rather than the north end which is where it is being 
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proposed which then becomes an issue for Bedford to resolve.   He continued to say 

that Leonard Park has four (4) components, the ball fields, the tennis courts, the 

pool, and the forest area which is perfect for hiking.  It is unthinkable to destroy this 

hiking gem.  It was given to Mount Kisco in trust and the damage done by the cell 

tower would be unconscionable.   He reiterated that the pictures that show the 

balloon are just focal points and that the actual tower and base of the tower would 

be much more intrusive to the area where it is proposed to be built.  If we put a 

tower on the trails that make the park beautiful it will lose its pristine feeling.  The 

access road is even worse in his opinion as it would put a gash in the side of the 

mountain.  He believes that this would split the park and that is unacceptable.   He 

continued to say that one of the rationale on the proposal is the tax revenue from 

these towers, so we need to compare the revenue to our needs.  The Village is 

financially in good shape, we have one of the strongest fund balances in Westchester 

County.  He doesn’t believe we need wreck the forested park to get a marginal 

income and as far as the Chase proposal, the Chase brings in about $1,000,000 in 

property taxes annually.  He also believes that it would be a complete betrayal on 

the trust put in the Board to conserve that space.  When it comes to the Chase 

proposal he again states that there would have to be some good reason for that to 

be built in that community.   Looking into the future we will need to make 

advancements to keep up with the technology as these needs arise, but he feels very 

strongly that placing a tower in either of these locations is not the way for Mount 

Kisco to move forward at this time.   

 

Trustee Albanese started by thanking Homeland Towers for putting the 

presentation together and for the work they have done up to this point.  He then 

applauded the community for sharing their thoughts and concerns with the Board.  

He then stated that he has spoken to many people out in the community and he 

didn’t find many people who wanted to go forward with this proposal.  He believes 

that the job of the Board is to listen to others and in listening to others, this evening 

and at the last meeting where this was on the agenda, he doesn’t believe that this 

project should move forward in any matter.  There is a need for service, but 

sometimes lack of service can be a blessing since everyone has become addicted to 

their phones.  He wished Homeland Towers luck in moving forward with this project 

and finding a location for this tower.   
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Trustee Schleimer began by agreeing with the statements made by the public 

thus far and with Trustee Grunthal and the analysis on the need for the service in 

Mount Kisco.  She reiterated the fact that the service issue is with Verizon, not other 

carriers, the coverage gaps are mostly on surrounding towns, and that giving up 

something important to the residents for a minimal benefit is not worth it.  Trustee 

Schleimer expressed that she was happy to see that the Board was moving in a 

direction to table this proposal in terms of Leonard Park and the Chase.  She thanked 

everyone for their time and interest in making sure that the Board heard your 

thoughts.  

 

Deputy Mayor Farber started by thanking each of the residents for taking the 

time to come tonight to express themselves.  She wanted to let them know that she 

heard them and that it was impressive to have a petition with almost 100% 

participation from the Chase except for the two (2) members that sit on the Board.  

Deputy Mayor Farber continued to say that she has noticed a change in cell service 

from the last ten (10) years, she used to have full bars and now notices that she 

doesn’t have as many, but manages.  She continued to say that there is a need for 

the service and certainly in the future there will be a need as technology grows, but 

also understands the concern of property values going down due to a cell tower in 

your backyard.  Deputy Mayor Farber went on to say that she does not feel the need 

to put a cell tower in either one of these locations. 

   

Mayor Picinich began by addressing some of the questions that were brought 

up this evening.  First one being, why these locations.  Mayor Picinich began by 

saying that the Board offered up property owned by the Village meaning the Village 

would maintain control over that property and reap the benefit of the revenue 

generated.  When we were approached on where the gap in coverage was, we then 

looked for what properties were owned by the Village leading them to these 

locations.  Mayor Picinich stated that there is nothing bad about looking for revenue 

that doesn’t come from taxes.  With reference to a cell tower in a residential area, 

she wanted to make everyone aware of the cell tower located in a Conservation 

Development (CD) zone on Captain Merritt’s Hill within 700 feet of a house and has 

been there for twenty (20) years.  This would not be a precedent, having said that, 

from her own view, she believes because this is much closer to a home, the negative 

impact as it relates to the home value is the primary negative impact.  Mayor Picinich 
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continued to say that she believes the visuals from the higher levels have been 

mitigated specifically to the site of the water tower.  She doesn’t believe, after the 

research that she’s read, that the waves coming from this tower are any greater 

than your persistent cellphone use all day every day, nor the microwave in your 

home, nor the WIFI that we are using in our homes.  When we have a problem and 

concerns are raised, her view is to try and mitigate the issue.  The one challenge 

that she believes cannot be mitigated with reference to the water tower location is 

the decrease in property values for the people who are closest to it, therefore it is 

not a viable location in her opinion.  As far as Leonard Park, the Village asked 

Homeland Towers to look at a property, a space in the park, that was away from the 

pool, that was elevated, and we asked for them to try and reduce environmental 

impact, and she is concerned with the visual impact on the lower end and was 

concerned about the impact of the road.  She is also concerned that this location in 

the park would add something industrial to a space that is meant to be natural.  With 

all that said, there is still a gap in coverage that needs to be addressed.  From what 

she heard from the Board, it sounds like neither one of these locations solves the 

problem at this moment in time.  She apologized to Homeland Towers for the time, 

resources, and information and said that they would table the discussion for now and 

continue to work on it; intensification of use is going to create less viable service.   

She let the public know that she would be attending a meeting with the Supervisors 

of some of the surrounding towns to discuss this issue and try to make some 

recommendations on some new locations.  Private property owners will also have the 

opportunity to come forward and request the tower be put on their property granting 

the code permits such an installation.   It seems that this Board has concluded that 

neither of these two locations meet the need at this time.   

 

 Trustee Schleimer reiterated Trustee Grunthal’s recommendation for the need 

of a Telecommunications Advisory Committee; in terms of planning and the future 

and pushing the Village in the right direction with the proper expertise and advice 

behind it and any potential recommendations.  Mayor Picinich stated that it is a great 

idea and that each of these committees require people and leadership.  She 

welcomes any residents that want to take on this charge to contact the Village.   
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b. Letter from the Board of Fire Commissioners  

 

 

Mayor Picinich wanted to thank Chief Boddie for all that he’s done for the 

Village and thanked the continued leadership of our fire departments.   
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c. Email from JC Barone Re: Resignation from Leonard Park Committee 

 

 

  Mayor Picinich stated that J.C. Barone was instrumental in getting a survey 

out to the community as well as an additional scoreboard in Leonard Park so she thanked 

him for his work and dedication to the Village.   

   

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: None. 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports:  

a. Water Bills - payment reminder 

Mr. Brancati let the public know that water bills were mailed on January 23, 2019 

and payments are due by February 28, 2019.  Please remember we only accept cash or 

check.   You can now pay your bill online at www.mountkiscony.gov.  Please also note that 

we have changed the look of our water bills, but all account information has stayed the 

same.   If you haven’t received your bill please call 914-864-0029 or email 

aforzano@mountkiscony.gov.   To sign up for E-Z Pay Automatic Debit on all future 

water/sewer bills visit our website at www.mountkiscony.gov and click on the Water and 

Sewer Department tab.  Please also note, in order to process this request, we will need a 

voided check.  

http://www.mountkiscony.gov/
mailto:aforzano@mountkiscony.gov
http://www.mountkiscony.gov/
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Trustee Schleimer added that the Village needs to receive payments by the due date. 

Any payments received after the due date are subject to a late fee.  

 

5) Board Reports:  

Deputy Mayor Farber began by saying that the Mount Kisco Arts Council was 

awarded $1,000.00 grant from Arts Westchester and is hoping to use that grant for 

their pop up gallery.  This grant along with the $6,000.00 given to the council by the 

Rotary Club is very exciting and gratifying.  They plan on making great use of these 

funds.  The Conservation Advisory Council met January 17th where updating the 

greenhouse gas inventory, trail audits, Earth Day celebration, and the upcoming 

Photography exhibit were discussed.  Deputy Mayor Farber represented the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco at the Martin Luther King, Jr. 41st Memorial Banquet in 

Tarrytown where their Community Service Award was granted to the coach of the 

Mount Kisco Maroons Stanley Greene.   Mayor Picinich proclaimed Friday January 

18th as Stanley K. Greene Day in Mount Kisco.   On January 23rd the Mount Kisco 

Chamber of Commerce kicked off 2019 at La Camelia where there was a full house.  

One of the tributes went to Bill and Ann Harden for a lifetime of giving back to our 

community.  Deputy Mayor Farber wanted to thank Paula Maiorano again for training 

and guiding so many Village Managers, Mayors, and Trustees and congratulated her 

on her retirement.   

 

Trustee Schleimer agreed with Deputy Mayor Farber on what an asset Paula 

Maiorano has been to the Village over the last thirty years and wished her best on 

her retirement.  She continued on to say that the Second Annual Photography 

Exhibition starts on Thursday April 4th and its purpose to encourage our residents to 

go out and explore Mount Kisco, the forest, the lake, the trees, the people, and 

capture the essence in a picture.  This amateur exhibit will be shown in the Mount 

Kisco Library.  Deadline for submissions is March 1, 2019.  

   

Trustee Albanese wanted to thank Paula Maiorano for all that she did for the 

Board all these years and wished her good luck on her retirement.  He continued to 

say that the Adopt-an-Area Committee met and they’ve come up with five (5) new 

locations to adopt.  Trustee Albanese also stated that he’s been getting requests for 

benches, which they are looking into, which will be available to purchase for 

dedications; he will keep you updated.   



Village Board Meeting 1-28-2019    30 

 

Trustee Grunthal stated that the Village is looking at a soon to be completed 

comprehensive plan. The Board has already started looking at proposals for those 

spaces which will have financial implications for the Village so he is working on a 

financial analysis to make sure the Board understands the implications of each one of 

those proposals and how it will affect the finances in future years. 

   

Mayor Picinich read a letter from the property manager for Modell’s and Party 

City.  The letter was addressed to the Village Manager and they go on to say “please 

accept our sincere thank you and gratitude for your cooperation and coordination 

efforts relative to the Modell’s/Party City construction projects.  With your great 

efforts a smooth and successful construction and store opening time line would not 

have been possible.  We look very much to our future endeavors together.  Thank 

you so very much for your cooperation.”  Mayor Picinich stated that she shared that 

to highlight the effectiveness and efficiency of the Building Department, but to 

demonstrate the whole process is moving along more effectively and this is evidence 

of that as well as the new storefronts opening in our downtown.  She also wanted to 

let residents know that Mount Kisco participates in a First Responders Committee 

with the Bedford Central School District, which works to identify concerns within any 

of the schools.  Mayor Picinich went on to say that Kids Are Great Dental was 

identified by the American Dental Association as an organization that would help 

underprivileged or under average access to dental care.  The office will open on 

Friday February 1, 2019 from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm (noon) providing free dental 

services to children.   

  

Mayor Picinich then stated that there was snow in the forecast for our area 

and wanted everyone to be made aware of the process that Village Hall goes through 

on each snow occasion.  The Village is subscribed to a special weather service that 

updates us on the most recent forecasts, which we have been posting on Facebook 

so that we can share that information with the community.   The Village then 

coordinates with ConEd on multiple conference calls along with the County 

Emergency Preparedness Team, sometimes with the State Emergency Preparedness 

Team, so that we can all coordinate our efforts.  The Village Manager and leaders in 

DPW review those reports and try to make determinations on the actions that will 

need to be taken including at times calling for a snow emergency.  Our DPW crew is 

then responsible for the removal of the snow throughout the Village.  There is a lot 
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of preparation that we do to make sure that the roads and our residents are safe.  

Mayor Picinich also thanked Paula Maiorano for her many years of service.  

 

6) Old Business:  

 

7) New Business: 

 

a. 2nd Quarter Financial Presentation- Village Treasurer  

 Mr. Brancati presented the following to the Board.  He made note that this 

report does not include any of the monies collected in the last couple months as 

that is part of the third quarter.  
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b. Resolution to award contract# 2018-11 – Trident Filtration Unit 



Village Board Meeting 1-28-2019    34 

 

 A motion to award contract# 2018-11 to Arben Group, LLC at $239,648.00, 

which insurance will cover, was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by 

Trustee Schleimer; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library and Capital Project Funds 

The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Albanese to pay the bills as presented to the Board dated January 24, 2019 for the months 

of December 2018 and January 2019; all in favor. 

General Fund     $   182,830.07 

Water Fund     $   432,067.58 

  Sewer Fund     $     14,943.79 

  Library Fund     $     44,674.85 

  Capital Fund     $   508,918.20 

  Trust Fund     $ ___5,432.25 

   TOTAL     $ 1,188,866.74 

 

    Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

9) Minutes: None.  

  

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: - No other comments.  
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There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

meeting at 10:26 pm.  

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 
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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, February 4, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. in the Frank J. 

DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

 Mayor Picinich made a motion to go into Executive Session at 5:30 pm to discuss 

collective negotiations pursuant to article fourteen of the civil service law; the proposed 

lease of real property; and the proposed sale of real property where publicity would 

substantially affect the value thereof, the motion was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber; all 

in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

Trustee Schleimer made a motion to come out of Executive Session and was 

seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber, all in favor: 

 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 
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   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting at 7:00 pm and asked everyone to 

rise for the pledge of allegiance.  Mayor Picinich asked everyone to remain standing to 

extend the Board’s appreciation to everyone in this community.  All who sit at this table 

know that it is an honor to be here and always do their best to do their due diligence and 

ensure that they serve the people of this community. 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that the Board had been in an Executive session to 

discuss collective negotiations pursuant to article fourteen of the civil service law; the 

proposed lease of real property; and the proposed sale of real property where publicity 

would substantially affect the value thereof.  

 

1) Communications:  None.  

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: None. 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: None 

 

5) Board Reports:  

Deputy Mayor Farber started off by reminding the public that the Historical Society 

would be meeting February 6, 2019 at 5:00 pm.  She continued to give recognition to one 

of Mount Kisco Independent Fire Company’s long standing volunteers, Jack Marshall, who 

will be honored for his seventy (70) years of service. 

   

Trustee Albanese stated that he hoped everyone was enjoying the nice weather.  

 

Trustee Grunthal wanted to report that he walked through Leonard Park and was 

happy to see that the Village of Mt. Kisco had planted some trees along the stream by the 

tennis court.  He continued to say that the Conservation Advisory Council met Sunday 

February 3, 2019 joined by a member of the Bedford Conservation Advisory Board in 

regards to an invasive plant species, the Hearty Kiwi, which has taken over Bedford and is 

heading towards Mount Kisco.  Our Conservation Advisory Council explored the border of 
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the two towns looking for the species to cut them off before they invade other areas of our 

town.   

 

Trustee Schleimer wanted to announce AARP tax help starting from February 1, 2019 

through April 12, 2019 from 9:00 am – 1:00 pm at the Fox Senior Center.  There is no 

appointment necessary, but please bring photo ID, last year’s tax return, and your social 

security card for assistance.  Trustee Schleimer continued to say that last year there were 

heating subsidies that were offered by the Westchester Department of Social Services, if 

you feel that you are in crisis and need help please call 914-995-5619.  Pace Women’s 

Justice Center’s walk-in-clinic is dealing with issues such as orders of protection, custody 

support, divorce, consumer debt, housing, and many other issues.  A forty-five (45) minute 

consultation is available free of charge Monday through Friday during regular business hours 

at 78 North Broadway in White Plains or you can call 914-422-4188.  Trustee Schleimer 

stated that she found a new Medicare App called What’s Covered.  It is available in the 

Apple and Google Play stores for free.  You can search and browse the app to see the items 

and services that are covered, how to get covered benefits, and basic cost information.  This 

could be a useful tool if it works properly.  

 

Mayor Picinich started by saying that if you go to the Medicare website there is a tool 

that walks you through step by step.  She continued by sharing that the Governor’s 

proposed budget, which was released earlier this year, makes a recommendation to cut Aid 

and Incentive for Municipalities (AIM) Funding which would negatively impact the Village by 

approximately $80,000.  That may not seem like a lot of money to some, but that requires 

a .5% tax increase before we do anything else.  There are hundreds of municipalities 

throughout the state that would be negatively impacted by this and so the Village/Town of 

Mount Kisco is joining with the New York Conference of Mayors (NYCOM) and the 

Association of Towns of the State of New York (AOTSNY) to loudly and vigorously protest 

this idea.  Mount Kisco has been under the tax cap for as long as it has been enacted so we 

would certainly choose to do that, however, when funding is cut it makes it more 

challenging for small municipalities such as Mount Kisco to stay under that cap.   
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6) Old Business:  

a. Resolution to adopt Comprehensive Plan 

 Trustee Grunthal stated that this Comprehensive Plan has been through a 

substantial and intensive series of meetings and discussions bringing as many of the facts 

and problems to light as we could to solve them to get the Town on a course to restore 

some economic viability.   

  

 Deputy Mayor Farber stated that as a Board member and elected official she takes 

her position and your trust very seriously.  The Board works for you, we are a legislative 

branch responsible for government administration, budget approval and taxes, appointing 

Village/Town officials, and we should also set the course for the future vision of our Town.  

The document that is up for approval is one of the most important legislative documents 

that she has been a part of.  This plan sets the course for the next ten (10) years of our 

Village and this is something that was not taken lightly.  This is the most defining road map 

for the future of Mount Kisco.  The many people involved in this process have spent 

countless hours going over every single word that has been weighed, revised, edited, re-

edited, all for the purposes of achieving our collective goals.  This gives the Village a 

blueprint to create more civic spaces, expanding the Green Way, and she would like to see 

gathering places for cultural and music events, family activities, and more pocket parks; 

which is 90% of this plan.  Deputy Mayor Farber continued to say that change is hard and it 

can always be challenging, with this plan comes proposals that are really exciting that can 

only strengthen our economic growth in the future.  The history of Mount Kisco began in 

1875, in 1978 we obtained our independence and became a co-terminus Village and Town.  

Our Comprehensive Plan states where the community has been, where it is now, and where 

it wants to go.  Our last plan was updated in 2000, that is nineteen (19) years ago.  Deputy 

Mayor Farber said that she is excited and ready to endorse this legislation; it is a good 

blueprint for the next ten (10) years of our future that is open to evolution and adjustment 

as necessary.  

 

 Trustee Schleimer read the following statement: In connection with the proposed 

resolution to adopt the proposed Comprehensive Plan draft dated January 14th, 2019, with 

such modifications as are set forth in the memo from BFJ Planning, dated January 11th, 

2019, first there are some wonderful recommendations;  creating better public spaces, 

developing streetscape plans, improving sidewalks, good general statements on preserving 

and protecting the Village’s green spaces and other natural resources.  But the principal 
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recommendations are not good for Mount Kisco.  50-foot buildings will change the character 

of Mount Kisco, forever.  We don’t need to add 350 new residences to an already crowded 

village.  The development of Radio Circle has not been thought out and is not cohesive.  

The uses are all over the place.  The plan appears to have been written for two pre-

determined purposes – to build apartments and parking garages on the South Moger and 

North Moger Lots and to make owning real estate on Lexington Avenue and Radio Circle 

more profitable.  Why?  There’s nothing in that analysis that correlates more housing 

downtown with a stronger village.  Retail vacancies are addressed in one sentence: “There 

are currently a number of vacancies among these frontages.”  There is no analysis to 

support the implicit conclusion that more residences downtown will eliminate the vacancies. 

There’s nothing in the analysis that supports town houses on Lexington Avenue or hotels 

and conference centers on Radio Circle.  Properties on Main Street, near the movie theater, 

will no longer need to provide parking for first-story development and will pay half the fee in 

lieu of parking and they can build up to 50 feet.  These changes serve no real purpose for 

the residents of Mount Kisco, but significantly burden them.  Does anybody think that 

adding 350 residences in the village will not make a bad traffic situation significantly worse?  

Does anybody seriously think that changing the timing on a few lights will solve the traffic 

problem or even mitigate the impact of the new residential units?  Does anybody really 

believe that there is too much parking in downtown?  Is the problem going to get any better 

when you add 250 residences downtown while allowing property owners to build four story 

buildings without providing any additional parking?  We have failed to address problems and 

issues in existing residential areas and the North Bedford Road Corridor.  The proposed plan 

masquerades as a solution to a problem that does not exist.  In an attempt to cure that 

problem it will hurt the residents of Mount Kisco; it will exacerbate the current traffic and 

parking problems, it will radically alter downtown, with four/five story buildings and garage 

parking.  Parking for commuters will be devastated.  Many of the reasons people come to 

Mount Kisco is because of the commuter parking in the South Moger Lot that will no longer 

exist.  There is no specific meaningful plan for open space and environmental preservation, 

preservation of our viewscapes, encouragement of our trails system, and preservation of the 

sanctity of our wildlife habitats and corridors.  This is not Manhattan or even White Plains. 

We don’t want to live in an “urban village”.  Please do not try to make our village Manhattan 

or White Plains. 

   

 Trustee Albanese started by saying that his cup is always full and he is proud to 

be on this Board.  He continued to say that this plan is a vision of all of our Boards, not just 
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this one, committees, and the citizens of Mount Kisco.  It is a plan of what the possibilities 

could be in the next ten (10) years for our little Town.  Once we accept this plan, it would 

be the job of this Board and future Boards to implement this plan and make this vision into 

a reality.  Trustee Albanese said that he was excited about the possibilities and he hopes 

that the community gets involved to help Mount Kisco achieve its full potential.   

 

 Mayor Picinich started by saying that a lot has been said over the past year and a 

lot of that has been listened to, carefully considered, and where we could, incorporated into 

this plan.  A year’s worth of work that included the Steering Committee, this Board, 

community outreach, workshops, public hearings, scoping documents, a Draft Generic 

Environmental Impact Statement (DGEIS) and Final Generic Environmental Impact 

Statement (FGEIS), and a lot of effort and energy; she is truly proud and honored to be a 

part of this community who looks forward.  Mayor Picinich went on to say that the most 

important thing about this plan is recognizing that, in reality, it is just a starting point.  This 

plan provides broad general ideas that deal with very specific areas and they are population 

and housing, downtown and invigorating our downtown, our economy, our environmental 

resources and parks, our community facilities, historic and cultural resources, 

transportation, and infrastructure.  One of the more important chapters of the plan is the 

chapter on implementation.  It is now the responsibility of not only this Board, but all those 

who work in the Village and volunteer to take these pieces and make them a reality.  There 

is great hope in the future of Mount Kisco with some challenges along the way, but with due 

diligence we can unearth the best possibilities for our community.  Mayor Picinich stated 

that she was thrilled to be a part of this process and even more excited about what we can 

all accomplish together as a community moving forward.   

 

Trustee Grunthal made a motion to adopt the following resolution, the motion was 

seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber; all in favor: 

 

RESOLUTION RE: TO ADOPT THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE.  

 

WHEREAS, the Town/Village of Mount Kisco has prepared a Comprehensive Plan 

pursuant to Section 7-722 of New York State Village Law and concurrent Zoning Changes; 

and  

WHEREAS, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees declared lead agency to comply with 

the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR) on April 16, 2018; and  
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WHEREAS, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees held a scoping session; and  

WHEREAS, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees developed a Draft Generic 

Environmental Impact Statement (DGEIS); and  

WHEREAS, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees held a comment period on the DGEIS 

from September 17, 2018 to October 26, 2018; and  

WHEREAS, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees held three public hearings on the 

Comprehensive Plan; and  

WHEREAS, the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees accepted the Final Generic 

Environmental Impact Statement (FGEIS) on December 17, 2018; and  

WHEREAS, three minor clarifications to the Plan document were made at the 

suggestion of the consulting engineer/planner on February 1, 2019.  

NOW BE IT RESOLVED,  

The Mount Kisco Board of Trustees hereby adopts the Comprehensive Plan Update. 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Nay 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 Frank Fish, of BFJ Planning, began by saying on behalf of his firm, they were pleased 

to be a small part in helping you with this plan.  He continued to say that one lesson they’ve 

learned from other places is that sometimes people come into the Village looking for copies 

of the plans, and while they are online, you may want to consider having a few hard copies 

available for the public to view.  Mayor Picinich agreed it would be a good idea to have a few 

copies at Village Hall, the Library, and the Fox Senior Center. 

 

Trustee Grunthal added that he had been impressed with the advice coming from BFJ 

Planning, with the experience they brought to the Village, the precedence they brought with 

them, and the professional, friendly, courteous way they have delivered that and thanked 

them for their contributions to this project.   

Mayor Picinich stated for the purpose of the public, the Comprehensive Plan provides 

the general overview of the actions to be taken moving forward and the vision, next we look 

to the implementation components of the plan and one of those is modifications to zoning.  
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During this process the Board looked to adjust and change zoning, created a downtown 

overlay, and made some recommendations for modifications to parking requirements.  

Those items will be reviewed prior to being voted on.    

 

7) New Business: 

a. Resolution to establish eligibility and credentials to vote at the 2019 Association of 

Towns Business Session. 

 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee 

Albanese, to designate the Village Manager as a voting delegate for the 2019 Association of 

Towns Legislative meeting February 20, 2019. All in favor: 

 

 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

b. Resolution to authorize Village Manager to sign on Inter-Municipal Agreement- 

Organic Waste 

 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal to authorize the Village Manager to sign the Inter-Municipal Agreement for Organic 

Waste with Westchester County, all in favor: 

 

 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library and Capital Project Funds 
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The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Farber to pay the bills as presented to the Board dated January 31, 2019 for the 

months of December 2018 and January 2019; all in favor. 

General Fund     $154,266.22 

Water Fund     $ 584,581.59 

  Sewer Fund     $       994.93 

  Library Fund     $           2.83 

  Capital Fund     $    3,710.00 

  Trust Fund     $   11,768.25 

   TOTAL    $ 755,283.82 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

9) Minutes: Village Board 1-14-2019 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to accept the meeting minutes as submitted from the Village Board meeting on January 14, 

2019; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

  

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: - None.  
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There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

meeting at 7:52pm.  

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 

 


